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EFFICACY, WAY OF SALVATION, JUSTIFICATION, AND FAITH 
 

EFFICACY 
 

The efficacy of the Word is that Bible teaching that the Holy Spirit does what He says and gives 
what He promises ONLY through the Word, purely preached and taught, and the Sacraments, 
rightly administered.  One great Old Testament chapter that teaches efficacy is Isaiah chapter 
55.  The whole chapter is worth reading but here are some standout verses (10-11):  
 

10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but 
water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater,  11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not 
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
for which I sent it.  The New King James Version (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1982), Is 
55:10–11. 

 
The great New Testament chapter that teaches efficacy is Romans chapter 10.  Again the whole 
chapter is worth reading but here are some standout verses (16-17): 
 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our 
report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  The New 
King James Version (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1982), Ro 10:16–17. 
 

THE WAY OF SALVATION 
 

Nothing can be claimed for justification apart from the work of God, who acts upon us through 
the Word and never apart from the Word. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit works through the Law to bring about contrition, true sorrow for sin in 
the unbeliever. 

2. The Holy Spirit works through the Gospel to bring about faith, which receives the 
promise of forgiveness.  The Gospel is communicated in the Word, preached and taught; 
in the Absolution; in Baptism; in Holy Communion; and the mutual consolation of 
Christians. 



3. The Holy Spirit continues His work through the Word in the believer.  The Holy Spirit 
continues to work through the Law in condemning sin and through the Gospel both in 
forgiving sins and encouraging toward good works.  

 
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE 

 
I’ve been comparing our synods teaching on justification by faith as taught in our catechisms. 
They have remained fairly consistent.  However, there is growing tension ever since the 1932 
Brief Statement.  I’ll mention more on the later, but first a short comparison of the catechisms: 
 
The 1901 German edition of the Small Catechism with Explanation (Kleiner Catechismus) 
taught this (my translation):  
 
#305: Why do you say in this article: I believe in the forgiveness of sins?  Because I hold with 
certainty that by my own powers or through my own works I cannot be justified before God 
because of sins, but that the forgiveness of my sins will be given through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Then, where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also true justification. Psalm 130:3-4; Psalm 
143:2; Isaiah 64:2; Job 24:4-6.  
 
#306: What is justification?  Justification is the act of God, forgiving a poor sinner who truly 
believes in Christ, out of sheer grace and mercy for the sake of Christ’s service, forgiving sins 
and accepting him for eternal life.  
 
#307:  How, then, do you become righteous before God and attain eternal fruitfulness?  Not out 
of the service of works, or through an indwelling and poured justice, but only out of the God’s 
grace and mercy, through and for the sake of Christ’s service, who has given and provided me 
true confidence of heart.  (Pastor’s note: this ‘confidence of heart’ is ‘faith’.) 
 
The 1943 (revised 1965) edition of the Explanation of the Small Catechism taught this:  
 
#187: Why do you say: I believe in the forgiveness of sins? The Bible assures me that God daily 
and richly forgives all sins to me and all believers.  Psalm 130:2-3; Psalm 130:3-4.  
 
#188: How does God forgive your sins?  God no longer charges, or imputes (counts), my sins to 
me but declares me righteous (justification). 2 Corinthians 5:19; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 
8:33; Romans 4:5.  



#189: What induces God to forgive your sins? God forgives me my sins, not because of any 
merit or worthiness in me, but because of His grace for Christ’s sake.  Romans 3:22-24; 
Ephesians 1:7.  
 
#191: Where does God offer you the forgiveness of sins?  God offers me the forgiveness of sins 
in the Gospel.  Luke 24:47; 2 Corinthians 5:19.  
 
#192: How do you accept this forgiveness of sins?  I accept the forgiveness of sins by believing 
the Gospel.  Romans 3:28; Genesis 15:6. 
 
The 2005 (based on the 1943 and revised in 1965) edition of the Explanation of the Small 
Catechism taught this:  
 
#180: Why do you say: I believe in the forgiveness of sins? I believe in the forgiveness of sins 
because through Christ God has declared  pardon and forgiveness to all sinful humanity.  Psalm 
130:3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:19.  (Pastor’s note: This is new.  Here there is no mention of faith in 
Jesus.  Rather, God declares all humanity forgiven.) 
 
#182: How is it possible for a just and holy God to declare sinners righteous (justification)? 
God declares sinners righteous for Christ’s sake; that is, our sins have been imputed or charged 
(counted) to Christ, the Savior, and Christ’s righteousness has been imputed or credited to us. 2 
Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:22-24; Romans 4;25.  
 
#183: Where does God offer the forgiveness of sins?  God offers the forgiveness of sins in the 
Gospel.  Luke 24:47; Romans 1:16; 2 Corinthians 5:19.  
 
#184: How do you receive this forgiveness of sins?  I receive this forgiveness of sins through 
faith, that is, by believing the Gospel.  Romans 3:28; Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:5. 
 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE 
 
The 1932 Brief Statement has this line under the title OF JUSTIFICATION:  Scripture teaches 
that God has already declared the whole world to be righteous in Christ, Rom. 5:19; 2 Cor. 
5:18-21; Rom. 4:25. Now, although the Word of God teaches that Jesus died and rose for all 
people (universal atonement or universal redemption) the Holy Bible does not teach that God 
justified all people at the resurrection of Jesus (universal justification).  



 
The conflict can be put in the form of this question:  When did God declare you forgiven of 
your sins? 
 
Those who hold to the Brief Statement might answer:  ‘God declared me forgiven of all my sins 
when Jesus rose from the dead’.  Here, the efficacy of God’s Word is denied.  Why?  It is 
denied because faith is seen as a work of the believing person.  If faith is our work then we are 
not saved.  In a positive sense, they are trying to protect justification by the grace of God.  So 
the Brief Statement adds, “We reject as apostasy those who (among others) indeed use the 
terminology of the Christian Church and say that man is justified "by faith," or "by faith alone," 
but again mix human works into the article of justification by ascribing to man a co-operation 
with God in the  kindling of faith…  They don’t want to mix the human work of faith into the 
article of justification.  That is a great intention.  However, it is not Scriptural. 
 
On the other hand, those who do not hold to the Brief Statement might answer something like: 
God declares me forgiven from the pulpit by the pastor.  The declaration is given in Holy 
Baptism, and when I hear the the Bible taught and preached, and when I take and eat/drink the 
body and blood of Jesus.  Here, the efficacy of God’s Word is affirmed.  Why?  The efficacy of 
God’s Word is affirmed because faith is worked by God through His Word.  Faith, then, is a 
work of God.  What does the Lord say in Isaiah 55?  The Word that goes out of My mouth does 
not return to me void.  And what does Romans 10 say?  Faith comes by hearing.  
 
This is a lot to consume in the dog days of August.  
 
My prayer is that our little congregation continue to believe that God’s Word is efficacious. 
That is, God will do what He says and give what He promises through His Word alone. 
 
My second prayer is you have a safe remainder of the summer and and an enjoyable beginning 
of a new school year. 
 
In Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 



CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MONDAY DIVINE SERVICE will not be offered until September 10th.  You are encouraged 
to attend the Sunday Service with the guest pastors.  
 
WHILE PASTOR IS NOT IN THE PULPIT The elders are your first contact. The elders are                
available to visit you as you need help or are hospitalized, pray with you privately or add your                  
prayer to the Sunday service prayers, make verbal announcements on Sundays, and assist with              
other questions to the best of their ability. Aaron Eversmeyer 563-263-5628; Seth Francis             
563-299-2412; John Buttke 563-212-1788; David Lord 678-480-1625; Phil Schliesman         
563-554-4057.  
 
RALLY DAY POTLUCK is Sunday, September 9th starting at about 11:15 a.m. after Sunday              
School. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES begins on Wednesday, September 12th. The Men’s Group           
will again start at 6:30 a.m. The Women’s Group will continue to meet at 9:30 a.m. Weekday                 
School will start at 6:15 p.m. 
 
WEEKDAY SCHOOL begins on Wednesday, September 12th at 6:15 p.m. 
 
LWML REGULAR MEETING is Thursday, September 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
EVENING VISITATIONS  I will continue to follow the Elder Group’s schedule to call on 
families for home visits.  For those unable to visit on Sunday afternoons or stop in during Office 
Hours, I will also be making visits on Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting in September.  I 
encourage you to look ahead to see which week your Elder Group is serving and when a time 
could be scheduled for me to visit you and your family. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

QUOTES STILL WORTH MEMORIZING  from Luther’s Large Catechism: 
 



66 These articles of the Creed, therefore, divide and separate us Christians from all other people 
on earth. Even if we were to concede that all people outside Christianity—whether heathen, 
Turks, Jews, or false Christians and hypocrites—believe in and worship only one true God, they 
still do not know what His mind toward them is and cannot expect any love or blessing from 
Him. Therefore, they abide in eternal wrath and damnation. For they do not have the Lord 
Christ, and, besides, are not illumined and favored by any gifts of the Holy Spirit [1 Corinthians 
2:9–16; Hebrews 6:4–6]. 
 
Paul Timothy McCain, ed., Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (St. Louis, MO: Concordia 
Publishing House, 2005), 406. 
 
QUOTE worth memorizing on Justification by Faith from the Augsburg Confession 
 
[Historical Note: There is a historic saying in Lutheranism that the Church stands or falls on 
the article of justification. To justify means “to declare righteous.” God’s sure and certain 
declaration that we are righteous in His eyes is possible only because of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Through His life, Jesus satisfied God’s demand for perfect obedience. Through His 
sacrificial death, Jesus took God’s wrath and atoned for the sins of the world. The Holy Spirit, 
through the means of grace, works in us saving faith, which personally apprehends what Christ 
has done for us. Our justification before God, therefore, is brought about by the One who lived, 
suffered, and died for our salvation. We cannot merit God’s favor through our obedience; we 
cannot offer sacrifices to pay for our sins. But what we cannot do for ourselves, Christ has done 
for us. He is the solid Rock on which God builds His Church. On Him,   p 33  and Him alone, 
we stand forgiven. (See also Ap IV; SA III XIII; FC Ep III and SD III.)] 
 
1 Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, 
or works. 2 People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that 
they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. By His death, 
Christ made satisfaction for our sins. 3 God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight 
(Romans 3 and 4 [3:21–26; 4:5]. 
 
Paul Timothy McCain, ed., Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (St. Louis, MO: Concordia 
Publishing House, 2005), 32–33. 
  



SEPTEMBER 2018 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

      1 

2 
Rev. Rempfer 
09:00 Matins Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder       Seth Francis 
Greeter    Egger 

3 Labor Day 
 
 
 
 
 
No Divine Service 

4 
Pastor Pautz 
returns to 
Church 
Office and 
Pulpit 

5 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Last Summer  
          Bible Study 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 Rally Day & 
   Potluck 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
11:15 Potluck 
11:30 Elder Meeting 
01:00 Homebound Visits 
 
Elder       David Lord  
Greeter   Egger 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
04:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
07:00 Council Meets 

11 
09:00 Circuit 
Meeting at 
Trinity 
Lutheran in 
Ottomwa. 
 
 
Evening - 
Home Visits 

12 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
 
 
 
04:00 Office Hours 
6:15 Weekday School 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evening -  
Home Visits 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
01:00 Homebound Visits 
 
Elder  Aaron Eversmeyer 
Greeter   Schliesman 

17 
 
 
 
 
04:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 

18 
 
 
 
 
Evening -  
Home Visits 

19 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
04:00 Office Hours 
6:15 Weekday School 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
07:00 LWML 

21  22 

23 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
01:00 Homebound Visits 
 
Elder      John Buttke 
Greeter  Pautz 

24 
 
 
 
 
04:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 

25 
 
 
 
Evening -  
Home Visits 

26 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
04:00 Office Hours 
06:15 Weekday 
School 

27 
 
 
 
 
Evening - 
Home Visits 

28  29 

30 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
01:00 Homebound Visits 
 
Elder      Phil Schliesman 
Greeter   Eversmeyer 

      

 


