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CREATION - SIX 24 HOUR DAYS 
 

I’m writing this article on July 2nd after the Iowa District East Convention.  It was a good 
convention.  President Saunders was re-elected as well as his First & Second Vice Presidents, 
Rev. Mons and Rev Rueger respectively.  The district will be cared for by faithful pastors and 
laymen for the next triennium. 
 
The convention faithfully passed some memorials on the doctrine of creation in view of a 
synod-wide controversy that is still smoldering.  The Iowa District East convention upheld that 
God created the world in six 24 hours days.  They also upheld that the age of the world is 
several thousand rather than several million or billion years old.  This is great!  My only 
concern is that 25% of the delegates disagree with this Biblical doctrine. 
 

EFFICACY (POWER OF GOD’S WORD) DENIED 
 
Denial of God’s Six-Day Creation can be traced directly to the loss of faith in the efficacy of 
God’s Word.  If man denies the power of the Word, insisting that human wisdom is necessary to 
make the Word effective, then we can also expect that eventually the Creation of the universe 
by the Word will also be denied or compromised.  
 
Many Christian today do not deny the Creation, but neither do they insist upon the truth of the 
Genesis account.  Ever since the 19th century, there has been an uneasy feeling within the 
Christian church, as if a science teacher were looking over one’s shoulder and scowling. 
Embarrassed by the Word, Christians have scurried to do their homework and offer a science of 
Creation acceptable to the rules of science.  Many believers are assaulted with seminars where 
some aspect of science is produced to show that the Scriptures are correct after all.  It is great to 
hear a Christian professor or teacher give a reasonable defense that God really did create life 
after all.  A happy audience goes home from their seminar, relieved but at the same time 
burdened by a new form of rationalism - not a belief in science - but worse.  Belief in a science 
that will support the Word of God. 
 
I suppose I have some scientific credentials that could be dusted off, but even if I could prove 
creation is true to an anxious believer whose first love is his own mind, he would never fully 
lose his anxiety.  

 
 



THE RETREAT FROM CREATION 
 
Luther’s thoughts in the Book of Concord ring with the conviction of a man who lived in the 
Word.  His scientific knowledge was as primitive as his age, just as we are limited by our 
current understanding.  But Luther did not subordinate his faith in the Word to his society’s 
knowledge of science.  This attitude toward God’s Word has changed in the last century.  With 
the acceptance of various theories of evolution at the turn of the 20th century, Christians 
scrambled to combine it with some form of a creation account.  Every attempt was a retreat 
from Creation and the clear Word of God. 
 

A DAY IS A DAY 
 
The most prominent combination of God’s Word and man’s wisdom is that one day could be a 
period of thousands or billions of years.  
 
The Lord records His witness in Genesis that: 
 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day.  (Genesis 1:3–5. 

 
 
This is God’s understanding of a day.  God created the world in six evening and morning 
cycles.  That is, He created the world in six 24 hour days.  
 
The Lord is a clear communicator.  The Lord’s teaching is difficult when we try to reconcile it 
to teachings that are not the Lord’s.  His teaching is difficult because of our sin and unbelief. 
 

THE LORD IS PATIENT - A THOUSAND YEARS AS ONE DAY 
 
The Lord speaks of His patience toward in 2 Peter 3:8-9.  
 

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 



some count slackness, but is longsuffering (patient) toward us, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to repentance. 

 
Here the Lord compares your patience to His own.  If you are able to be patient for one day 
toward your neighbor before getting angry, then the Lord is saying He can remain patient with 
you for a thousand years before getting angry at you.  

 
YOUNG EARTH 

 
Based on God’s Word alone, the earth was created in about 4,000 B.C.  This estimate is based 
on two facts.  First, one day is a single evening and morning cycle.  Second, the genealogies 
recorded in God’s Word give an historical record.  Different conclusions can be obtained but 
the range of time remains between 3,000 B.C. and 10,000 B.C.  The differences depend on 
whether or not there are gaps in the genealogies and whether you use the Hebrew or Greek 
manuscripts of the Old Testament.  However, the consensus is about 4,000 B.C.   Therefore, the 
world is about 6,000 years old. 
 

CREATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

The doctrine of Creation testifies to the unity of the Scriptures, binding the formation of the 
universe to the effective work of the Holy Spirit in calling, englightning, sanctifying, and 
keeping us in the faith.  Denial of one consequence of the divine Word means rejecting another. 
Many conservative Christians will argue for Creation but will argue against the Holy Spirit 
working exclusively through the Word for our salvation.  For example, some will argue against 
the forgives sins of sins by means of Holy Baptism.  Many Lutherans will confess their faith in 
the Means of Grace but clear their throats at the thought of God creating in six 24 hour days. 
Some Christians are tempted to think that fashioning the world out of nothing would be easier 
than converting hardened sinners and intellectual scoffers to faith.  Nevertheless, God 
accomplishes both through His Word.  
 
One does not believe in the Gospel because someone has “proven” Creation with man’s science. 
The Six Day Creation does not puzzle someone who has been made a new creation through the 
Word, as the Lord teaches in 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 



For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word 
of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.  

 
John 1:1 reveals the complete meaning of Genesis 1:1.  Jesus is the pre-existing Word, the 
Logos.  The Father-Son relationship, so clearly taught in John, dominates the Creation.  The 
Father speaks and the Son is that Word.  This Father-Son relationship is also stated in Matthew 
11:27  
 

All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him. 

 
CREATION AND FAITH 

 
We should not be surprised that the world denies the Creation. 
 

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, they have done 
abominable works, there is none who does good (Psalm 14:1). 

 
As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; 
there is none who seeks after God.  They have all turned aside; they have together 
become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one” (Romans 3:10-12). 

 
Why would Christians declare war against Christ’s teaching on creation, go to court in favor of 
evolution, and treat anyone who holds to Christ’s teaching as uneducated?  Clearly this is not 
just a scientific matter or intellectual debate but rather a doctrinal issue of importance.  Lack of 
trust in six 24 hour day creation reveals a lack of trust in Christ. 

 
NEW CREATURE 

 
The retreat from God’s creation concerns the saving work of God in Christ Jesus.  The new 
creature is the new man or believer.  God creates faith through the preaching and teaching of the 
Gospel, often the visible Word of infant baptism.  The rejection of the six 24 hour day creation - 
whether by stretching out the time to accommodate evolution, by adopting a theistic evolution, 



or by blatantly teaching evolution -  involves a subtle or obvious rejection of the actual 
salvation message of the Scriptures, forgiveness through the cross of Christ. 
 

Galatians 6:14-15 
 

But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. 

 
St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians is a brief and pointed teaching against every other possible 
understanding of salvation.  Consistent with the creation of the world by the Word of God is the 
creation of faith by the proclamation of God’s Word.  God created out of nothing in the six day 
creation.  In the same way He creates the believer (new man or new creature) out of nothing. 
No transaction is involved, contrary to the claims of some Christians.  Man is dead to God until 
the Holy Spirit creates a believer through the proclamation of the Gospel.  Man has no virtue, 
inclination, decision, or disposition in his heart that makes him pleasing in the sight of God. 
 
Those who compromise about the six day creation of the universe through the Word of God are 
even less inclined to believe in or teach a greater miracle, the creation of the believer through 
the Word.  To be taken in by the philosophy of evolution, whether diluted or straight up, the 
individual must imagine a virtue or inner force within the universe that causes it to develop, 
bring about complexities of life, and work toward a noble purpose.  Not surprisingly, those who 
deny creation are predisposed to see in themselves the same force they theorize for the universe, 
an inner goodness, although some reserve this virtue for animal and plant life alone. 
 
What you do is nothing before God.  What you receive in the Gospel, as a new creation brought 
about by God’s Word alone, is everything.  
 
 
 
In Christ,  

  



CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ELDER GROUPS I am never too busy to meet with you, pray for you, or listen to you. I am                    
working with the elders through your elder groups as a way to better organize spiritual care for                 
your soul.  You may also contact me.  God bless you all.  Pastor 
 
VOTERS’ MEETING is scheduled for Monday, July 23rd at 7:00 pm  
 
MONDAY DIVINE SERVICE continues to be offered at 6:00 pm every Monday.  If you are 
unable to attend the Sunday service, consider attending the Monday service.  
 

LUTHER QUOTES 
 

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

Matthew 5:20-26 
 
31. Finally this is the sense of our Gospel lesson: When you, as a man, for personal reasons                 
speak against the honor of your neighbor, feeling elated over his sins, this is wicked and wrong.                 
But when it has come so far that God Himself makes anything public, then it will not do for me                    
to praise a public scoundrel, whom God Himself has publicly proved to be such; for that would                 
be the same as defending and abetting rascality. So our whole conduct should be guided by this,                 
that we do not contemplate or attempt anything of ourselves; but see what God enjoins, or does                 
through His servants; this then God Himself has done and all is good and proper. So it will not                   
do to be silenced in such cases, but to stand on the side of truth and justice, and contribute your                    
influence in upholding and lauding God’s judgment, in order to terrify and warn others. Let this                
suffice for the present on this Gospel text. 
 

 
  



JULY 2018 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

1 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
11:30 Elder Meeting 
 
Elder      Hirschfeld 
Organist Hirschfeld 
Greeter   Dragon 

2 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 

3  4 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Bible Study  

 

5  6  7 
 

8 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
11:30 Elder Meeting 
 
Elder      Eversmeyer 
Organist Susan E. 
Greeter   Prussman 

9 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
07:00 Council 
 

10 
 

11 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Bible Study  
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder      Buttke 
Organist Mary F. 
Greeter  Francis 

16 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
 

17 
 
 

18 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Bible Study 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder       Schliesman 
Organist  Jean D. 
Greeter   Fegley 

23 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
07:00 
Voters’Meeting 

24 
 
 

25 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

27  28 

29 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder       Francis 
Organist  Susan E. 
Greeter   Buttke 

30 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
02:00 Homebound 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
 

31       

   

 
   

 
     

 
 


