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WORSHIP GOD IN THE BEAUTY OF HIS HOLINESS 
 
2 Chronicles 20:21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the                   
Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying: “Praise                    
the Lord, For His mercy endures forever” (NKJV). 
 
Last month I wrote about Lutheran hymns.  This month the topic is worship.  
 
A Lutheran congregation has one responsibility.  It is not to grow numerically, to be successful, 
to balance the budget, or to have a happy congregation.  The sole responsibility of the 
congregation is to worship God in the beauty of His holiness.  The marks of the church are: 
 

1.  Preaching the Word of God in its truth and purity, and 
2. Administering the Sacraments according to Holy Scripture. 

 
Even the Sunday School is actually a recent invention and the result of the Sunday School 
Movement, which is largely non-Lutheran.  The movement originated to give minimum Biblical 
literacy to poor and homeless children rather than to teach the children of Christian families. 
 
Hebrews 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to                     
an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered                  
in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new                        
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel (NKJV). 
 
The Lutheran congregation has once task, to proclaim God’s grace through worship, with all 
other activities subordinate to the Means of Grace. The following points express my opinion 
about Lutheran worship, which I believe rest upon a Scriptural foundation and sound Lutheran 
practice: 
 

1. The Lutheran Service Book (LSB) hymnal is the best English hymnal, second only 
to The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH).  Divine Service Setting Three is the historic 
Christian service that has served the Western Church for nearly seventeen-hundred 
years.  This service preserves a formal style of English in harmony with dignified 
praise of the Holy Trinity,  The King James Version (KJV) of the Holy Bible 
remains the most precise English translation.  The New King James Version 
(NKJV) is a strong second place.  KJV is the best reading in a worship service and 
is considered the English version of Luther’s Bible.  It has served English 
Protestants of all denominations for over 500 years. 



2. When we lack the vocabulary to understand the words of the liturgy, we should lift 
up our educational level.  Definitions of terms are found on page xxiv of LSB and 
page 265 in Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation. 

3. Latin and Greek names should be used without blushing.  Otherwise, the Collect 
and Kyrie, Septuagesima and Invocabit, as well as the Introit and Nunc Dimittis 
will soon be forgotten among the young. 

4. The Sunday service should be conducted as worship only.  It is not a time to recruit 
new members, glorify church organization, or get people busy volunteering. 

5. The one-year lectionary should be used instead of the Roman/ELCA three-year 
version adopted in the early 1970’s.  The one-year cycle of Bible readings has also 
served the church well for about seventeen hundred years.  The historic pericope is 
found in the Lenker Complete Sermons of Luther.  Luther found it valuable to 
preach repeatedly on the same text. 

6. Closed Communion is the only genuine Christian form of the Sacrament of the 
Altar.  If visitors are offended, they belong in an inoffensive congregation. 

7. The sermon should reflect Luther’s doctrine.  Yes, many pastors claim to be 
Bible-only, but read Reformed books.  The text can be studied in Luther’s sermons, 
the Book of Concord, and many new English translations of classic books recently 
only found in other languages.  The only genuine Lutheran sermon is a 
proclamation of Law and Gospel. 

8. The hymns sung during the worship service should reflect the best of Lutheran 
practice rather than popular trends.  

9. The weekly bulletin should not be oriented toward money, budgets, and making 
people busy, but aimed at the spiritual edification of the people.  It is an ideal 
opportunity to list important Lutheran quotations for the consideration of the 
people and the pastor.  

10.The Holy Spirit calls the pastor through the congregation.  This call is a unique role 
based upon his responsibility to God for the souls of the congregation.  The 
congregation should feel free to ask questions about doctrine and practice, but they 
should also avoid usurping authority, especially when someone does not like 
something like Closed Communion.  Members should never allow an outsider to 
usurp the role of the divinely called pastor by interfering in the congregation. 

 
 
In Christ,  
  



CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ELDER GROUPS I am never too busy to meet with you, pray for you, or listen to you. I am                    
working with the elders through your elder group.s as a way to better organize spiritual care for                 
your soul. I may contact you during the week your elder is assisting me at the altar. However,                  
you may contact me anytime. If you call me, please leave a message. You number may not                 
appear in my caller id and I get many phone calls from national businesses who are using local                  
Muscatine numbers to sell things to the church. So, if I don’t pick up, please leave a message.                  
You may also email me at oslcp@machlink.com or text me at 563-554-4488. All calls, emails,               
and texts are forwarded to my cell phone. And yet, when I am driving or meeting with                 
someone, I will delay my response (just trying to stay out of the ditch and as a courtesy to those                    
I am meeting with). Please be patient. I will get back to you and joyfully deliver to you the                   
gifts of God our Savior.  God bless you all.  Pastor 
 
THE 39TH BIENNIAL LWML IOWA EAST DISTRICT CONVENTION will be held on            
June 15th & 16th at the Marriot Hotel in Cedar Rapids, IA. The Mt. Pleasant Zone which                 
includes Our Savior, Muscatine; Zion, Wilton; Immanuel, Fairfield; Faith, Mt. Pleasant; Our            
Savior, Fort Madison; Concordia, Burlington are the hosts for this convention. Angie Banko             
and Karen Lyons are the co-chairman of this convention and have been working for sometime               
in the planning process. 
 There are several LWML members from Our Savior attending this convention and we             
would like to ask your help in providing “Gifts From The Heart” items for the ingathering. If                 
you would like to contribute you will find a list below and a box labeled “Baby Shower” in the                   
narthex for any items you might like to contribute.  Thank you! 

  
Baby Shower Items needed: 

Disposable Diapers, Wet Wipe, Sleepers/Onesies, Baby Lotion, Baby Wash, 
Baby Washclothes, Fleece Blankets, Baby Toys, and Diaper Bag 
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LUTHER QUOTES 
 
“God, too, shows Himself to us through the Gospel as wholly lovable and kind, receiving all, 
rejecting none, ignoring our shortcomings and repelling no soul by severity.  The Gospel 
proclaims naught but grace, whereby God sustains us and through which He kindly leads us, 
regardless of our worthiness.  This is the day of grace.  All men may confidently draw near to 
the throne of his mercy, as it is written in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need”. 

Sermons of Martin Luther, 8 volumes, ed., John Nicholaus Lenker.  Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1983, VI, p. 135.  Christmas Eve, Titus 2:11-15. 
 
“Dear friends, you know that the Gospel is nothing else than a sermon about one person who is 
called Christ.” 

Sermons of Martin Luther, 8 volumes, ed., John Nicholaus Lenker.  Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1983, V, p. 328.  Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity, Matthew 9:18-26. 
 
“The Gospel ministry should spare no one, no matter how high the position may be which he 
occupies, but should rebuke wrong in everybody.  This is why ministers and preachers exist.  A 
very heavy burden is placed on them.  They should so conduct their office that they stand ready 
to answer for it on Judgment Day.  If they do not speak to you and rebuke in you what their 
office requires them to speak and to rebuke, God will require your blood from their hand.  Tell 
me, why should we preachers burden ourselves still more by preaching to you as you desire?  It 
is not our word.  Nor do we live for your sake, as though you had ordered us, and we had to 
preach what you like.  Preachers can, will, and should not do this.  Therefore he who will not 
listen is free in God’s name to walk out through the church door and let our Lord God keep His 
ministry unhindered.”  

What Luther Says, An Anthology, ed. Ewald Plass, St. Louis, Concordia Publishing 
House, 1959, III. p. 1114. 
 
“Recognizing the weak and wounded condition of the offender, Christ’s doctrine comes in a 
friendly way, teaching the real truth about human laws - that of Christian liberty.  It is patient, 
bearing with him who does not immediately abandon his erroneous ways, and giving him time 
to learn to forsake them.  It allows him to do the best he can, according to what he has been 
used to, until he is made whole and clearly perceives the truth. 

Sermons of Martin Luther, 8 volumes, ed., John Nicholaus Lenker.  Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1983, VI, p. 33.  Second Sunday in Advent.  Romans 15:4-13. 
 



MAY 2018 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

    1  2  3  4  5 
 

6 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
11:30 Elder Meeting 
 
Elder      Buttke 
Organist Carolyn Y. 
Greeter   Eversmeyer 

7 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
          Bible study 
02:00 Homebound 
          Visits 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
 
←----------------------- 

8 
09:00 Circuit 
          Meeting 
          at Zion  
           Wilton 
 
 
 
St. Louis Trip 

9 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------> 

10 
 
 
 
07:00 pm 
Ascension 
Service 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder      Schliesman 
Organist Sandy K 
Greeter  Hirschfeld 

14 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
          Bible study 
02:00 Homebound 
          Visits 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 

15 
 
 

16 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18  19 
 

20 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder       Francis 
Organist  Susan E. 
Greeter   Perkins/Cra 

21 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
          Bible study 
02:00 Homebound 
          Visits 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 

22 
 
 

23 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
07:00 LWML 

25  26 

27 
08:00 Absolution 
09:00 Divine Service 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
Elder       Hirschfeld 
Organist  Joel H. 
Greeter   Perkins/Cra 

28 
01:00 Sunnybrook 
          Bible study 
02:00 Homebound 
          Visits 
05:00 Office Hours 
06:00 Divine Service 
 

29  30 
06:30 Men’s Group 
09:00 Matins Service 
09:30 Women’s Group 

31     

   

 
   

 
     

 


