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Think About These Things 
“Whatever is true, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,

 if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things” (Philippians 4:8). 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

One of the extraordinary things about the passage above is that the Apostle Paul wrote it 
while he was unjustly imprisoned. Instead of mulling over and over again what was taken from
him or groaning and complaining about the terrible things people were saying about him and 
doing to him, he thinks about all the good things, and he thanks God for them. 

On my visits to the sick and suffering I have noticed something uncommon or unique about 
faithful members of the body of Christ when compared to those going through difficult times 
who believe merely in themselves. The faithful can’t wait to thank God for all that He has done
for them while those who rely on themselves tend to be bitter and angry about the 
unfortunate circumstances they must endure. To be fair, it’s not that Christians don’t ever get 
angry or frustrated with the bad things that happen to them. It’s that they view things from a 
better vantage point. They see things from the perspective of God who created and redeemed 
them in Christ. They have the certain hope and future of life together with our Lord and one 
another in heaven and it changes their outlook for the better. 

While in this fallen world it is easy to think about how you have been wronged, how unfairly 
you have been treated, or how others have hurt you. Those bad things happen to you at work, 
at home, and even in the church. To think about those things, however, might lead you to miss
the One who has overcome all those things through His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ. 
He comes by His Spirit at work through His Word to forgive them and you, to reconcile you 
with God and each other, and to give you that which is true, just, pure, lovely, commendable, 
excellent, and worthy of praise. 

Like the Apostle Paul, “[We] thank [our] God in all [our] remembrance of you, always in every 
prayer of [ours] for you all making [our] prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. And [we are] sure of this, that he who began a good work 
in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:3-6). 

In Christ,  



CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with INDOOR CLEAN UP!  The church looks great.

THANKSGIVING MATINS SERVICE will be Thursday, November 22nd at 9:00 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS New Office Hours are posted for you to stop in and talk to Pastor Pautz.  No
appointment needed.  The new times are:

Monday 09:00 - 11:00 am
Monday 04:30 - 06:00 pm  
Wednesday 04:30 - 06:00 pm
Thursday 09:00 - 11:00 am

LEAVE VOICE MESSAGE IF CHURCH PHONE IS NOT ANSWERED If I do not answer when you
call  either  the  church  office  or  my  cell  phone,  please  leave  a  voice  message.   National
businesses are now using local numbers to sell their merchandise to the church.  If I do not
have your name and number saved in my Caller ID and no voice message is left, I may not
return your call.  You may also contact me by text and email.  Please be patient.  I will return
your call within a few hours at most.  Thank you.  Pastor Pautz

CHRISTMAS DECORATING is Sunday, November 25th at 4:00 pm.  Please lend a hand.

LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER the special days are:

Wednesday, December 5th at 7:00 pm - First Midweek Advent Service
Wednesday, December 12th at 7:00 pm - Second Midweek Advent Service
Wednesday, December 19th at 7:00 pm - Third Midweek Advent Service

Sunday, December 16th at 2:00 pm - Sunday School Christmas Program

Monday, December 24th at 7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Tuesday, December 25th at 9:00 am - Christmas Day Service



CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

GIVING ALTAR FLOWERS Members of Our Savior it is easy to place flowers at the altar for a
special occasion.  Betty Crawford is the flower chairman here at Our Savior.  She places a
flower chart new each year on the easel for membership to select a date, place their name &
the occasion for their giving flowers.   In each members church box today are suggested ways
you can place flowers.  Please take a minute to read and file away for future reference.  If you
have any questions Betty Crawford can help you.  

VIRTUAL ORGANIST VOLUNTEERS REQUESTED See Pastor Pautz for a demonstration.  Or sit
with the person playing the music on the Ipad during a service.  

CHURCH SERVICE, NEWSLETTER & BIBLE STUDY ARCHIVES are available on our website at
www.oursaviormuscatine.org/sermons  Check it out at your convenience.

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT FAITH IN JESUS?  Pastor Pautz will listen to you.  Let him
know you have questions and set up a time to meet.

PRIVATE CONFESSION is the forgiveness of your sins.  Available by appointment.

DIRECT DEPOSIT - OFFERING OPTION  If you are interested in using the direct deposit option
for your church offering, see today’s elder or the pastor after service.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS If you are in charge of getting an announcement in the Sunday
Bulletin, please email it to oslcp@machlink.com by 10:00 AM on the Wednesday before the
first Sunday you would like it printed.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRr48NLObYyRVLYDyqbtesYOhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucX4J0rBvazvSSMsSRkBuEs=&ver=3
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https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRr48NLObYyRVLYDyqbtesYOhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucX4J0rBvazvSSMsSRkBuEs=&ver=3
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EFFICACY IN THE BOOK OF CONCORD
The Word of God is effective, it is at work, doing what it says and giving what it promises

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
[1] Likewise, although the Christian church is, properly speaking, nothing else than the 
assembly of all believers and saints, yet because in this life many false Christians, hypocrites, 
and even public sinners remain among the righteous, [2] the sacraments—even though 
administered by unrighteous priests—are efficacious all the same.57 For as Christ himself 
indicates [Matt. 23:2–3*]: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat.…”  Both the 
Sacraments and the Word are effective by reason of the institution and commandment of 
Christ, notwhithstanding they be administered by evil men.  Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles P.
Arand, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 42.

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
For Christ wants to assure us, as was needed, that the Word is efficacious when human beings 
deliver it and that we should not look for another word from heaven. “Whoever listens to you 
listens to me” cannot be applied to traditions. For Christ requires them to teach in such a way 
that he himself might be heard because he says “listens to me.” Therefore, he wants his voice, 
his Word, to be heard, not human traditions.  Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles P. Arand, The Book of 
Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 291.

THE LARGE CATECHISM
[10] Nothing is so powerfully effective against the devil, the world, the flesh, and all evil 
thoughts as to occupy one’s self with God’s Word, to speak about it and meditate upon it, in 
the way that Psalm 1[:2*] calls those blessed who “meditate on God’s law day and night.” 
Without doubt, you will offer up no more powerful incense or savor against the devil than to 
occupy yourself with God’s commandments and words and to speak, sing, or think about 
them. Indeed, this is the true holy water and sign that drives away the devil and puts him to 
flight.  Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles P. Arand, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 381.

[100] Let me tell you this. Even though you know the Word perfectly and have already 
mastered everything, you are daily under the dominion of the devil, and he does not rest day 
or night in seeking to take you unawares and to kindle in your heart unbelief and wicked 
thoughts against these three and all the other commandments. Therefore you must constantly
keep God’s Word in your heart, on your lips, and in your ears. For where the heart stands idle 
and the Word is not heard, the devil breaks in and does his damage before we realize it. 



[101] On the other hand, when we seriously ponder the Word, hear it, and put it to use, such 
is its power that it never departs without fruit. It always awakens new understanding, 
pleasure, and devotion, and it constantly creates clean hearts and minds. For this Word is not 
idle or dead, but effective and living.  Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles P. Arand, The Book of Concord: 
The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 399.

[83] Thus we see what a great and excellent thing baptism is, which snatches us from the jaws 
of the devil and makes us God’s own, overcomes and takes away sin and daily strengthens the 
new person, and always endures and remains until we pass out of this misery into eternal 
glory.  Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles P. Arand, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 466.

FORMULA OF CONCORD
[19] Therefore, before the conversion of the human being there are only two efficient causes, 
the Holy Spirit and God’s Word as the instrument of the Holy Spirit, through which he effects 
conversion; the human creature must hear this Word, but cannot believe and accept it on the 
basis of its own powers but only through the grace and action of God the Holy Spirit.  Robert Kolb, 
Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles P. Arand, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis, 
MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 494.

[25] Third, Holy Scripture ascribes conversion, faith in Christ, rebirth, renewal, and everything 
that belongs to the actual beginning and completion of these things, not to the human powers
of the natural free will—neither totally, halfway, somewhat, nor in the slightest and smallest 
bit—but rather ascribes all this in solidum (that is, completely and totally) to divine activity 
and to the Holy Spirit alone, as the Apology says [XVIII, 7, 8].  Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert, and Charles 
P. Arand, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000), 549.





NOVEMBER 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri Sat

1
9-11 Office Hours

2 3

4  All Saints Day
09:00 Divine Service
10:30 Bible Study
11:30 Elder Meeting

Organist Eversmeyer
Elder      Schliesman
Greeter  Schliesman
Acolyte   Zina

5
9-11 Office Hours

04:30 Office Hours
06:00 Divine Service

6 7
06:30 Men’s Group
09:00 Matins Service
09:30 Women’s Group

04:30 Office Hours
06:15 Weekday School

8
9-11 Office Hours

9 10

113rd Last Sunday of   
       the Church Year
09:00 Divine Service
10:30 Bible Study

Organist  Francis
Elder       Francis
Greeter   Prussman
Acolyte   Zoe

12
9-11 Office Hours

04:30 Office Hours
06:00 Divine Service

13
09:00-02:00
Circuit
Meeting in
Muscatine

14
06:30 Men’s Group
09:00 Matins Service
09:30 Women’s Group

04:30 Office Hours
06:15 Weekday School

15
9-11 Office Hours
5:30 LWML
        Light
        Supper
6:30 LWML
        Meeting

16 17

18 2nd Last Sunday of 
        the Church Year
09:00 Divine Service
10:30 Bible Study

Organist  Dragon
Elder        Lord
Greeter   Hart
Acolyte   Zarah

19
9-11 Office Hours

04:30 Office Hours
06:00 Divine Service

20 21
06:30 Men’s Group
09:00 Matins Service
09:30 Women’s Group

04:30 Office Hours
6:15 Weekday School

22
9:00 am
Thanksgiving
Matins Service

23 24

25  Last Sunday of      
          the Church Year
09:00 Divine Service
10:30 Bible Study

04:00 Christmas 
Decorating at Church

Organist  Eversmeyer
Elder      Eversmeyer
Greeter  Krueger
Acolyte  Mallory

26
9-11 Office Hours

04:30 Office Hours
06:00 Divine Service

27 28
06:30 Men’s Group
09:00 Matins Service
09:30 Women’s Group

4:30 Office Hours
6:00 Weekday School

29
9-11 Office Hours

30


